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Community-based Mercury-contained Waste Investigation & Recycling
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e GC’s environmental protection program works in communities to
introduce environmental protection education which develops
residents’environmental awareness, knowledge, and related skills. GC
advocates for the new concepts of “green” and healthy lifestyles, also
benefiting the city’s harmonious and sustainable development.
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Background:

In their daily lives, residents use a large quantity of harmful waste, such as
discarded flourescent lamps.There is not an efficient recycling or waste handling,
such that this harmful waste is mixed in with other daily waste. Because
Shanghai’s principal municipal waste management method is the landfill, the
ultimate result 1s severe contamination of land and groundwater, bringing about
serious negative effects on the environment.
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Objectives:

1. Original purpose of the program was to offer possible and appropriate recycling
channels and management channels;

2. In Baoshan district, harmful waste will receive safer and more regulated handling;

3. Cause societal attention to the management of flourescents, conduct promotion
towards other relevant Shanghai communities;

4. Foster community volunteers’ knowledge of harmful waste, grow them into a local

environmental promotion team.
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* Originally, the program had volunteers go
into community hardware stores,
distribute information on environmental
protection, give gifts, and otherwise
motivate store owners to begin special
collection of used flourescents.
Volunteers then scheduled a pickup date;
to date, this program has 9 participating

stores and has distributed 2000
promotional pamphlets.
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® According to the program plan and with the active cooperation of Baoshan
residential district, hold harmful waste recycling activities in 3 of the district’s
communities and cultural centers. Within a yeat’s time, 247 volunteers had
attended.
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® At the same time as conducting
recycling programs, we also follow
waste collection trucks to their
distribution center on Zhabei
District’s Linfen Road, to
understand how sanitation workers
sort flourescents, medicines, and
glass into relevant waste bins. After
they collect a sufficient amount,
the waste is again sorted for
transport.
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* Send retrieved flourescents to a specialized mechanism (Shanghai Used Electronic
Products Retrieval Center) via Shanghat’s Municipal Appearance and Greening Bureau.
There, the waste undergoes regulated handling to reduce mercury and other harmful
environmental pollutants.
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e We provide volunteers with training on issues such as the danger of mercury pollution, so
that they might become become disseminators of this information and these concepts.
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e Developed 9 hardware stores into recycling points.
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* By the November 2013 deadline,

activities had collected a total of
4539 used flourescent bulbs.
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While engaging in community promotion, GC also put effort into promoting related
policy and laws. On Oct. 14, GC invited other environmental NGOs to attend a
Shanghai promotion of domestic waste classification and reduction methods (draft)
meeting, in order to do investigative work and collect NGO recommendations for the
municipal government’s use. This draft meeting will be held on Nov. 20" and made public;
we will also attend.
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Notice: “Harmful waste” includes those classified under the “National Dangerous Waste
Directory” as having dangerous characteristics: medicines that need special handling,
waste flourescents, waste batteries with nickel, cadmium, or mercuric oxide, etc.
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Because flourescents are fragile and of different shapes and sizes, they break very
easily in storage or transport; a perfect solution has not yet been found.

Even though a hardware store owner may have receive little education, everyone’s
increasing environmental awareness and our volunteers efforts have resulted in
most store owners being very supportive; not only do they recycle, but some even
take the initiative to disseminate information to their neighbors. If our
promotion efforts were a little larger, we believe that even more people would be
willing to participate in this kind of program.





