
YOUTH AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
ARTURO R. BARRIT 
Director, EID ALU-TUCP 



Introduction 

!  Only humans are capable of changing the  
 climate. Humans have altered nature.  

!  And this comes with astronomical costs: torrential rains, violent 
storms, deadly floods, water scarcity, droughts, food security and 
health, all leading to internal displacement and marginalization of 
hundreds, even thousands of people.  

 
!  The tropical storm “Ondoy” and the super typhoon “Yolanda” 

have Filipinos a painful & very expensive lesson on climate 
change. 

!  With climate change, no one is ever exempt. 



 
Youth & Climate Change 
 

!  Business of the day: Human influence on the climate change is 
clear.  

!  The amount of carbon dioxide, the most notorious greenhouse gas 
we contribute to global warming due to our modern way of life has 
caused abnormal warming beyond historical patterns. 

 
!  Scientists have already warned us earth’s temperature increase. 
 
!  The IPCC reports that even if we stop emissions now, the effects of 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere can extend for many centuries. 



Brief History of the UNFCC & 
Kyoto Protocol 

!  In Dec. 1997, delegates to the COP in  
 Kyoto, Japan agreed to a Protocol to the 
 UNFCCC. 

!  Youth participation in the UNFCCC negotiation process. 
!  Strong social& environmental awareness further unite young 

people to negotiate with a single voice on a global level. 
!  In Dec. 2007, Bali, Indonesia – adopted the Bali Action Plan & 

established an Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term 
Cooperative Action 

!  COP meetings in Copenhagen, Cancun & Warsaw 



!  To date, over 140 countries have indicated their support. More 
than 80 countries have also provided information on their 
emission reduction targets and other mitigation actions. 

 

!  The Philippines with a measly share in the global greenhouse gas 
emissions has cast its lot with the G-77 group of developing 
nations. The Philippines has come up with its own proposal to 
have “early and deep” cuts in carbon emissions.  

 
!  securing the support of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN). 



!  The UNFCCC in Cancun, Mexico, took place from 29 
November to 11 December 2009. The focus in Cancun was 
on a two-track negotiating process aiming to enhance 
long-term cooperation under the Convention and the 
Protocol.  

!  Expectations for Cancun were modest, with few 
anticipating a legally-binding outcome or agreement on 
each outstanding issue.  



Warsaw Climate Change Conference 
  
 

 
!  1.1.1   Agenda 21, Ch 25 
 
!  It is imperative that youth from all parts of the world participate 

actively in all relevant levels of decision-making processes 
because it affects their lives today and has implications for their 
futures. In addition to their intellectual contribution and their 
ability to mobilize support, they bring unique perspective that 
need to be taken into account. 

!  1.1.2   Youth Involvement and Participation 

!  The youth is our future! You will be at the table to decide how 
your future will be. 



!  The grouping of civil society referred to as “youth” is defined by 
the UN GA as persons between 15 and 24 years of age. This 
definition overlaps with that of “children,” defined by the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child as all persons between 0 
and 18 years of age. 

!  COP 5 in Bonn, Germany 25 October to 5 November 1999,  
!  Children and Youth Forum 
!  COP/CMP meetings such as in COP 6 - Netherlands; COP 7 - 

Marrakesh; COP 8 - New Delhi; COP 10 - Buenos Aires; COP 11 - 
Montreal; COP 12 - Nairobi; COP 13 Bali; COP 14 - Poznan; COP 
15 – Copenhagen.  

!  Young people wanted to share their hopes and aspirations for 
international actions towards addressing climate change issues.  






















